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.. A. /Site. Sett irtg/Descript ion. 

A The . 9ew Jersey Department of iEnviroraaenthl Ptofcecfcioh. (jSJDEPh has. 

• hhd sigMficaiit' risk.of harm t& human- life and. healths -fhe MJDEP-
••:• ihteh«&.r.bO; ©c&aence .removal activities- at the- |i'te.-v?ithiii-„thev.hext 
. Six, months. .' EPA's removal . action includes repairiiig!, the existing 
, fence, boarding up:any cpeh,first or;second-Ilborwindow's of the. 
building; o6ver-*<bpiS:' iholl̂ ff̂ -pcfttaihî - ch@tidai.i«astes 
in. then,. and .'.repair: or, patch aĵ :ie%£iig tanks.. Additional'.-•"' . 
a c t i v i t y  w i l l - i n c l u d e  a t t e i # t i n g > t o ; . d ^ i e r r a i ' n e o i l : :  
that has'.entered this"inv*&lciy.lQW levels..of'PCB'-'s. (14 

'days-. 

iii-J ,. : "" ' h .• •'A .i• . "A • - A-A. • , 

.. The Duane.,. ilafihe-Corparation' site is located .at .2$ Washington 
AStrcfet .in Perth .itohoy, Mddlesek >Copntyy 'He#* JerseYl Figure 1)1 

- vThe -site directly --border© /the - :̂tiiur 'Kiil.,:-' a''.hav.igafold-'watervay. of. 
: ; theiMifed States :̂i;rt;̂ pr^£mate.ly 3,300  ̂nietal .55^allco;dru!̂ , two 

dozCn netal tankb/%is>.̂ keî ,''three fcm: 'trailef©,'.fiB^"six .• -7*]-
-' A*.roil-off dur|Bters'':have been -'abandohed;'.-cai:'the -.five^cre- site..:.. 

V: fHgure-2|.i 'V.•••'• Lv'e -r'. a ' a 

• ,-C. in -'addition,, two .trucks;'' (^nstiajqtion, deofis,1 andr'oiles of sfient • 
.boom and' sorbentimaterial-ratet'scattefed -thrpî hout j the site.;' 

Duane.-i?arihe:;.Cbfer^ation mss an 0i:| spill cleanup' contractor; tfiat 

Protectiori issiieci a temporary o^ratihg.. putdprizaticxi of this 
,. facilityiai ,|;lay-9, 1978 for-acceptance of tine, follovirig waste; " 

tyrpeS: tank bottoms, v.©ste oils, .oil sludge, solvents, acids, ; " " 
" alkali ;soiutiaTS> .and. flaH'aiile.- iihuids. .• ;--v"' , <: 
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•T , r>.;Perth?'Ani^/India&tr^^ {on .Washington "Sfcreefc)-.^spread -;:v 
s/,' • ,., ; v' 

• - .•v:,V^":' -.î  •;.:;; 
'':. ^S-gallpn ,drwns' of v^^cî oicals ̂ p|hc^8us®a,.'!̂  ̂ v 

,• ~." • >•'•.̂ e f̂t"r.ir> "pD t̂itkl̂ ĵ ^catiorte vr /̂.'Sbimd^^d 'thQ site.':, " """' '•'• 

•. '"• • :;-. lite sajority 'of ••the". appr©xiTOateiy.3,,500 fifty-five; qallorfdriffis 'are.',; 
; - • .••:'•- .̂located, in-.ffteiidrth to;northwest"area;0f ±he.©it@-' (Fî re;2)v:--:.-:-- '••'/ 

_- -. ;':- These .drums, aire' haphazardly sisdced//in'.r-afeverai piles cm-.the sspl-ia.lt •:„• 
•":* .. . 'pavement, up to\thrae tiers high .and:ten;, tieep i^iendiji. A). 

• .' , Sose'of the- drups' .-ixi this- ̂ ar^a,Bw&.Miptyr 'haying 'been Wished by" 
." !.: ; ' . •; the july:. i9a0'€itei.  ̂ this area'appear to contain ." ,'"' 

,„•• " .'.. _ .-.jnosfcly .;̂ itd;ffiateiials; %& have' r^ /̂coin?bdb(3:-'.syKiir'thajfe;labeling'' 
 ̂ . • ,\' .. .' inforiiati«i;''is legible on enly'b'ifew. ..Scsae pi these, drvias are' '• 

• '• •• - ..- . bulqing-and'a-few dp^natjliaye lids.' • '.•"•••,'•'.-V.' .' 

i ; _,. . . A-mich seller, drum.,storage area; is located- in:fshe..southeastern. • • 
, I . .. ,- ..portion of the,.site,.,.'. ^rpdaately '1fiaipf|̂ fiyw;'gallpn drurss -are"., -

•'.;_ .;• sst̂ ^betwî  h: 6;(ao.galiOT.;t̂ ;̂ ,'eJ^Bor0:̂ Xlon';;tank'; (Figure; 

" ''... .\;y;;;underneath:" 
; :• around 

. A 250,000-. ganon,oil--storaye. t̂ ik is located'in-t̂  ..', 1 
' portion of t̂ :v®ifceV;.{.̂ î fj3î l,taî -'As'̂ ,|̂ rQKiitefeely,'.t±irty, feet' 

• ' ; hî i and' ,w\ obaerete'fba^  ̂ s 
• tank is covered' v?ith- an'"'';o;iiy.ehe '̂-Ircfi. preyi'ca§,'ll̂ {^e.''"",'®e.'t̂ k "'•. 

• ^•'•.wall ;is':go«%d on tiie northernmostrM<fe^"acG&»}tiE  ̂ for at least " ' 
conta-ah'iation. ' -lhis 'g rny have started frOn ••' 

. • r.-;-,- .'Sn l̂lgt-ftsle î ; .in'-gj*82r mDS^-.̂ astsredr the voluste'rof the .ocritents,'' 
ofthe tank-to be at^rprcifiiatelySfeef'.: froni the top ofthe''ta^kv :: 

" . . • >,";,;Csi'.Jiiiy^t3r: ,T084 EiiSSf;t«asups;d' the 'c^r-itents• of, th%..tsnk;tO' be ,' . •' 

• 1*';': .MJa&ht-.to the-oil -sSbfeage;' v-vJ.•' 
gallon.''w a s t e * ' o i i 4 t r e a % ( e n ' t ' ' : t a n l i s ; s e r i e s f ' ^ l ' f e u r  ^  v 4 •  
tarics afc&-enclpsie^-'.fey;a-'-'dilisfth'.'tiiatxig, construcfeed of steel . -'V '• /'d 

•/'i-reinfpfoei.oDnorpfe walls..-'-' -gite ;w@il's'~ariei.--6. jMt$m thick,. >1?"'geet..-
hî .'spd SO .̂feet long. -ysaRicalî d^artUal-'.in• tAe back wail 

; . are a^iarent,; iirectly;'bgrder'ingi:^'t^^^^ hrthar ltiil.!,, , - '. '• ; 

^,..lhe:-si^';roll-off;dh^fefs; •'" • ':' 
1 ;• lilce' ̂ terials. • these aî sstere-are ' 'rC 

oovered/.wifh plyvxpd. - ife three afe 'ooffiplefcely open.'-' V-.' ' - ,<" 
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separator .̂ca&s. (i.e.,; 10,000 gallons each)" are 

;,: :SiK-tan]̂ er3' are also present on-site, Three' are^of..; 5,000 gallon ; 
, . .others--;:,ate 'oi- 6,000, gallon capacity. ••'.•• At least two 

' of th  ̂tankers,.haveMeaked-in the past with no Ke  ̂of 

"• •afierefcaro;-three trailers:oh, site, one. of . wti'ich lias:. been 'badly " 'T. 
• ..dapped:by.-a-.f î rthat-,«a$.§usj»ct̂ .;to,,,fe'atson^-; :: 

v There- are''fifteeh ̂ tBll . ̂ nfe: located / thf̂ ghbut the -site/'ttii. ' ̂  . 
- largest being 'dsyerai of-these tanks' are 
rusted/corroded ;aha î\fek,Oqntain what ap^ar 'tjo • he^bullet holes." ' 

Siter is. located'In,a, heavily populated, and densely in'dustr-. : i> •. H.' 
r i a l i z e d  a r e a .  . S e v e r a l  s e c t i o n s  n f  t h * v « i n r % s ' . * * . *  

, entrancfoh Washington; Straetas:,,not:.eea^e.as-:the chain and lode 
"have teen removed, Repeated 'vandal i sm .has resulted infree access ' T 
.̂ creasing;;the threat 'to huraan health via:'direct contact with the - . /'-• 
naZSrdOUS tHSterials • \( î-lir$TWrtthAu& h&£*r\ '~:AKe»«v-f*L3 j.«.i L . 

on :th :̂;site. J' /'"• 

The. ,site îs within. 0.2 ritile of aresidence. Approximately 5,000 
people .live /̂within ,1; iile of the ,site, incM^  ̂ Perth 

- pPulation of' 39,00.0,. ' Direptiy. across the • site^on 
. vtashington Street is a;-tahkV'ehcibied- .fay .'a;:ctiain4ihic-

;- .fence. The Perth Omboy D /̂ Dock Gonpany îs, adjacent to the site;on 
F r o n t  S t r e e t . . ; ; . . . . - ' " d d  •  "  *  

There is ;an unknown quantity.of hasardo ĵnaterials on site, A 
• ;• . sarcpling program of varipus. tajiiks ODnducced by the MJpEp. in June 

. and Augus t _ ,1981revea,led :the presence of the followina^hazardous 
s u b s t a n c e s . ; :  ?  • ' - v  ' ' - V O  ' v : ' " " '  

• /: :-r' • 

• • * % * -

y, - *.> •••-•, ' ' . K'. 1 ' 
^ v "• 

-'V ... 1; .. .'V-T'1 \< r 

> •- v ; ' ' . : • 

• v" C V'- : .• ;.',f >'k *,jvJ V/ -̂ x' ' _'Xy. "u 
. . . *  •  '  r ' . . c !  . .  K- ;V.V. ^ »,v' L ..vVf-r " • *. V*-;.' ":-i- . • -i ' ; ... 

• ,;j' .* ,.j - -v 



Substance 

P-rnnofom 
Bicfdbrohrcncsnsthane 
jifchylbenzane 
Tetrad* loroethyi one 
Tr ichlbroethylene 
'Total-Xvlene-
FC3/1254, ; , , * 
POS/1221 ' ' , , 
PCS/1>16" t 'b 
Toluene • ' . 
Qlorobenzesi** r 

1,2-Dicnloro? tto »e 
1 ,'2-f)id l̂oreprobane" 
Trichloroothas® 

Statutory Source for 
Designation Olnder -

CD>CIA 

'CliA, 
cm, 
'am, 
am, cm, 
Q£\, 
am, 
am, 
am, am, am, 
am, 
cm, 

Section 
Sectiota 
Section 
Section 
Section 
Section 
Section 
Section 
Section 
Section 
Section 
Section 
Section 
faction 

307(a) 
307(a) 
311(b)(4) 
307(a) 
311(b)(4) 
311(b)(4) 
311(b)(4) 
311(b)(4) 
311(b) (4) 
311(b)(4) 

.311(b)(4) 
307(a) 
307(a). 
307(a) 

•Trie :--iJC:P alto obtainea ssnples-frosi the six roll-off dabsters 

in .September 19B1. Tho folia-Ting hazardous substances ware 

identified! . 1 t 

Substance 

Oenfene *.. 
Toluene 
J&hylLx.nz&ne 
'fot^l-Xyiene -......... 
Diinethyl filth elate 
Eut'/lDanzylî .tha late 
.Methylene chloride 
1,1,1-trichloroS'tharje 
Te tradiloroe tnyl ene *-
Phenol 
Arsenic 
Chronium f 
Lea 1 

Silver 
Seleniure 

Statutory Source For 
Designation under ' 

r eSBCUi ' y •• 

CWA, Stetion 31i(b)(4) 
cm, Faction 311(b)(4) 
SWA, Section 311(b)(4) 
CMF, Section 311(b)(4) 
am, Section 3h?(a) 
cm, Section 307(a) 
Cm, Section 307(a) 
CWA, Section 307(a) 
D,m,, Section 307(a) 
am,' Section 311 (to) (4) 
BCPA, Section 3001, • 
BCBA, Section .3001 ' J 
PC3A, Section 3001 
RCFA, Section 3001 
PCkA, Action ,300! 

.labels.'' , 
lesives,--

sodiut culfihydrate, and caustic sodium hyatoxide.' \v: 
.Staiufacjtucers labels' include Dov Chemical, Oiuvron, ^ckb -ivy-y. 
fhsaical Ospany, end G. tfoitfield niefcards. 
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' '!£ • /• • C. 3Ms site is-not on tfte. Î tiohal î ciorlfcy fcist« , --y• 

WPJmSi  ̂ "X-'-' : 

y . A .  T h r e a t  ' . o f  . E x p o s u r e  ' t o  P u b l i c o r  t h e / E n v i r o n i n e n t  /  .  - . < *  b  

: ' r .  ' J h e  t h r e a t  o f  p u b l i c  i s . ; , .  "  , / •  
;.. yv-. Multifold. 3he."S'î  î 'u»̂ "(&î y|a&̂  ̂ -to. ' 
•*'. ' ' oc?r ;̂;in: direct'.contact jshthhabardcftK,stî  . 

' y* -have 'bem-observ  ̂on-site- 'duriî rwA'ins^ îc '̂S^  ̂.previously ;•'• 
v ' E • • attenpt̂  ;;!̂ r;NJE!î  •t̂ 'y:r€ îry the fences flip; ips^ave ':.y<,' 

- _ been unsuccessful.  ̂I'fecent: vandalism is ̂ evident from , the-p: 
presence of beep; bottî /p^ptons, "|irfiworks#.-?aad possibly. •, 

-• ;bullet.holes mlk/fm.gp •; 

vy- for' -of &&ic-£jtme6 
y v j - :  i S  ' ? d ' r o , 0 ^  c ^ c e ' r n . ' - - ' , : A V . f i r Q p i r ) y 6 l v i % . . a r v i ' , i ^ n < f e n e 8 ^ o f f i c e -  '  

y .frailer-cp-site inySeptptfcer 1983;̂ as^ecpJs£detedy-to'be of. ,:.y,.C-; • 
suspicious .nature.' '..pinpeyythe:̂ 'site'yip yppis^arfd*-''tile" potent iai"' 

r: for arsQn\.stiXiyp»ipts ;̂-|̂ -.sepc |̂ry.'Jpc^ înp^rat.̂ asares aî v * 
virtually - r^- î'sDiXî iire1 will" 

• p. " • flow •̂•n̂ iĝ le';̂ tî ;̂<̂ Vth.e. Ofoit^dH' 
y<" -''1% ... States;";Although.-this" mtefway '• is not of blgb.quality/it is 

y y. 'utiliged.' for;fishing-and .recrea.tional-pjfposes. ::f • : • .• • 

E'EyyyB.d Widence'tpf'^xtfenf ,bf;.:l^iease';Pi'' -EE- E:y..E ;-y -yyy 1 •"'! • -; ;'V 

•/ _ ' . Tt̂  'prekent yevidehCe of relearifelinciucies ,taa: obvious' o'il sheen • 
':jfx%cpntam:ipap ;̂:'̂  l̂lon*'bil:;-'.-; •*". -

' ' - -Storage •yfcanfe;! .' Tfe; tank wali is gouged'.(pbssipiy -frow .bullet.," ' 
• y- holes); on"'. the':.:;nbrfcte ^sideyadcounting yfprythp leakage. .. 

In.: adfiition, y tarter' lebfeage, haSpbPeh noted • frcsn'Miscbldration/ 
/.•• .!• . •; ;.stainifi,g;::Qf, soiiypn-site.. ,̂ he:..toQB& re|brteci ':that rainwater y 

"' - has;paused^dis6lac«Kentyb£yPateriat_in;.;'the drum.storage area 
' • ' •::::y-V';; Isaciiapeyflp»î 'y'ftt*3 this' ares' to the Arthur -.Kiil. y .y-y 

. r < : '.\-WS£p±pnally, .On July '1:2,• ;19S4yi:;aiî bil tsb,-" 
• ..// ^p'-.ybe y'diatering thei^rthur yRiil':'savef^l'--se^ps.^albrig the edge . ' 
' yy'/.y y' y y:::':..''pf ,%l|e. site-. • 'ISiis oil $£s'•• (abtefcmihed: toybohtaih 14 pps ..'>•••[ 

' . PCB'bv as. viellas; levels of -various .heayyirtetals., • 
. ;y:' Verificatiatv'that the DuanaMafine-'faoiiity vWilie-source of 

.„y 'this/release |?asyhop'y^ ,beenyfe§d^|y' \T'k^ 

r&K. '' S•' • *':i • 

. ':•/ ' • 

• •. •. :• 



. !--• ,̂ 'C • •Ay.•,•.'•• C- • -•'•••;• 'v .̂tv •' '*• r 
r':; \i;- :: ' '-/i A '̂" 

;;:C.:.:̂ Pr îoas-,'Aicfekc^ss•} 

'  : -  f i i ^ ^ e l e v j e a - - o ^ , . - j a n e ' 1 9 § t  v 0 i ^ ; f a l s o  e f e t a i n e a . -  .  
•- \ i- ss îgVisr PC3" analysis frart fchirfceen tahks/tankers co m^uot y • 
- . ;1:SST'*r: lM-;sik'::roS;l--oli dirapster s... j?er$:Sar^led by.PJDEP on :. 

%- V981/:£dr priority |x^Xlu^ t̂;-'analysis*; 3**> 
•" ; additional. tanks were sai®led:;for KB ;analysis bytUBEPorr, 

•'.- :: ::T'jio#J&ssr>i9/ 1931*:v'Hazardous substances ;v^re:: fours?;, as • . 
'v;.:: , do -T-'y •*'.•'• '•:^r; ••• 

"• In'. Î ust <1981, ..$&*• Betsey ^111: fund fi»h.ies" #ere;ut ill sod to 
.vandalism since .then .and continued . 

' '",l'J -of &®fiî (cteri&iiners .has-'̂ suited .in--.the current. 

•3>; 

'̂unable to adequately' address'' the.site for ̂ several 'iQDnths 
p'.-\'due. to contract 'y 

i.V;I>. 7-Uie tKfDEP'iri'tends to 'initiate &di£ca at the. ssite Mtbiri toe'-' •. *• 
'ioe^6->iS£ iqohtfes'^liiey tiavo requested- teat ;fpfi: conduct an ,. . . 

>s iEgsediafee relioval action to secure and stabilize this site in. 
t&e^-ihteriru 3 Kte< UJBEP has î dis^ed'̂ t̂.̂ ce^A*# security 

' ifeasures;are' iri;place-wi-Ilbe rssjK îl̂ icir their:- ;" • 
"d . -J~:' • rtaip.te'Bano3. •• '\". .n ••;'y. ,̂, " ' .•• ;;.'- ' 

;iv.-'•• 'gjEtaaflBttetjg: , V-/: . ••.•;'•' 

..• {sm'attaiMmit-V; ';•• v' ^f vy .'••:'•• _.••••"';_••>; _ .-

V. pndolct Mi) ;\ .'. •-.:;'v " .": • 
/•"•"•'..I'' '• •w.Hiini|i"» •; •••''•. " 11 \ im uiiii.". ""» "j '.' -- __ • ." -V*-

•;•' • ;2fc|&©tiver'pt--^3#;•fe5S^Sjal-_"A|̂ t̂ k ^:•:. 

:. :,AArr'A'^y' JAUA •V:'V."-.;\ 

l-hv.'-P t̂̂ ait' .apptasiraately 400"feat of ..daî ged- f̂encin '̂•••arid'' .;.' /. 
. - ' r'" '?--K-'S ' >,"'•!• Vr-C^V'C ;->'Vv.y"V>:: v ' 

'• •. 'r; .•••; 

•-"• 'V cpen  ̂roll-oif;,cS5ntainerS  ̂ ;y? • ?•.:, .••• :>••;_ •; 

: i i ' :  -j ce'lO '̂the-i oil "s 

" ; C o ntaxn oil @$e§>. V": "S; 



-D 

r)) 'install .3-5 Foonitoring wells (if feasible/-arid if 
: "after.,trenching is attenpted) ' v-\.-

2) Perform 9 ®tal detection survey ; -f V 

B.'Besponse Qptioriss . -V-W-'' ' *'='*• '•••: 

(a) fepair/fence"-"'- •. . v' 

.  ,  •  ( 1 ) ,  I f e p a i r ' 4 0 0 . , f e e t  b £ \ f e n c e . '  V ^ : -
v: - lab- $2G/£c!Ot with;iabor)i •' -'x?: * 

(2) -vehicle"•. ' "/ v7f-;. -r' 
• -V' • (3) ."Subtotal; •"> '£• ' 'I ' 
-^v ^ (4) 20%, COTt.ingency •.''v 

. . =(5)v-.- TM*' Costs 'P" 

warranted 

; V('6) Intramural costsM' 
'-^(HQ'and f̂ ion);7:7V... 

. (b) Board up open/windows "i'-;. 

V' :  (V. .  

' V V; : :• (plywodi/bolts, etc.,) * 
•'.•V;1 7 (2). f«bdr 

TOTAL 

(4) Subtotal ; ; s 
(5) 20% Osbtingeiic^ 
m TAT costs;" 
'•(7) Intramural- costs • 

(HQ and Region) TOTM 

- (c); Cover roll-off containers and-'patch-leaky/.tanks 

;• jf̂ tbrials//,.;/̂  "-""c 
V "'''' - (pbly.sheetihg,: lumber, etc^,) ' -:".V- / 
•A;;. (2) labor "• / 7? A- r7^/;:;7'/:-.7lV • 7.-7/:' 

/ (3) Subtotal;7,•':?;•: 777/7,77;7,:' .'":' ''';' 
(4) 20% "Contingency ' ; - •// ''''77-

• , (5) :ThT Costs"-'"' 
(6) InfraiBural costs . 

; ; (liQ and Region). ;v:;' 
. i  • '  -  •  • •  "  T C T A I ,  ;  
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C. Project Schedule 

rPirojeet initiation'date is tentatively scheduled for ttonday 
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S'-tatr of DCrui i)ersey 
- DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

DIVISION OF WASTE MANAGEMENT 
U,B..UU HAZARDOUS SITE MITIGATION ADMINISTRATION MARWAN M. SADAT. P.E pM AAQ M • noe^r DIRECTOR Trenton. N.J. 08625 JORGE H BEPKOwiTZ D 

ADMINISTRATOR 

t 6 APR 1534 

Bruce Sprague, Environmental Scientist 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region II 
U.S.A. Raritan Depot 
Woodbridge Avenue 
Edison, New Jersey 08837 

Dear Mr. Sprague: 

As per your request I have attached the information concerning the 
status of DEP's enforcement action and the investigation report'from 
the City of Perth Amboy as the result of a fire at Duane Marine. 

As suggested by Mr. Heksch, the ten day directive letter is being 
prepared. 

Should you need any additional information, please contact me. Also, 
please keep the Department informed with the status of this case. 

Sincerely, 

4JL 
Edwin Liu 
Site Manager 
Bureau of Site Management 

HSIO/cs 
Attachment 

Sew Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Employer 



STATE Oh NEW JtSSLi 
1EPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC S^£ETY 
P DIVISION OF LAW 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Edwin Lieu , DATE: March 27, 1984 
Hazardous Site Mitigation : , 

FROM: Ronald P. Heksch, DAG 

SUBJECT: Duane Marine Corp.' 

I am writing to formally advise you that the above matter has 
been reassigned to me for handling. It is my understanding from 
discussions we have had that DEP wants to conduct an immediate 
cleanup of the Duane Marine facility in Perth Ambov with money from 
the Spill Fund. Given the failure of Duane Marine to act responsibly 
and take all action necessary to clean up its property despite legal 
action brought by this office and the City of Perth Amboy, I would 
recommend that the State-funded cleanup commence as soon as Dossible 
and that we seek treble damages from the company and its owners/ 
operators. This being the case a SpillJ?und ten-dav.directive letter 
should be sent to Duane Marine, Edward Leccareaux and any other 
owners or operators of the facility we know about. Thereafter, if, 
as expected, no response is forthcoming cleanup activities can commence. 
Please send me copies of the directive letters for my file and keep 
me advised of DEP's cleanup activities. 

It is important to note that the contractor hired to do the 
cleanup work must understand that he will most likely have to testify 
in court. He should therefore be advised to carefully document all 
his actions and be able to fully justify his costs. Furthermore, he 
must be able to provide expert testimony related to the hazardous 
conditions at the site.and the need for cleanup. Additionally, during 
the course of cleanup, the contractor and/or DEP should gather evidence 
to assist the enforcement case. This should include, but not be 
limited to, gathering information related to the illegal handling 
and/or disposal of hazardous waste at the site; gathering information 
related to the generators of the wastes found at the site; linking 
specific wastes found to specific generators, if possible, and a 
review of all available records related to the Duane Marine operations 
at the property in question. 

Finally, you have asked for an outline of the State's enforcement 
activities to date. The following is a legal history of this case 
based on my review of the file. In April of 1979 Duane Marine's 
temporary operating authorization from DEP expired. On or about 
May 23, 1979 the City of Perth Amboy brought suit against the company 
seeking to have it cease operating. On or about June 4, 1979 DFP 
intervened in the aforementioned law suit. On July 31, 1979 a consent 
order was entered into wherein Duane Marine was permitted to continue 
operating provided that it would take certain action to improve its 
operations and begin handling the wastes it stored in an environmentalL* 
souftd fashion and in full compliance with the law. Duane Marine 
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failed to comply with the terms and conditions of the consent order 
in guestion. This was true despite numerous applications by DEP to 
the court to enforce the terms of the consent order. 

On July 7, 1980, as you know, there was a fire at the Duane 
Marine facility whxch substantially destroyed the operations there. 
On July 18, 1980 the parties appeared before the court at which time 
Duane Mariners attorney represented to the court that the company had 
ho interest in continuing operations as a special waste facility on 
the premises in guestion. The court ordered Duane Marine to under­
take an immediate cleanup of all the remaining drums and rubble at 
the site. The company failed to comply with this order as well. 
On July 31, 1981 ouroffice filed an application with the court 
seeking compliance with the July 18, 1980 court order. The State's 
application was made returnable in August, however, negotiations 
followed between counsel for the State and Duane Marine's attorney 
and the return date of the State's motion was adjourned indefinitely. 
Needless to say, the negotiations between the parties proved fruitless 
and Duane Marine has still not complied with previous orders of the court to clean up its property. 

Again, in light of the history of this case and DEP's desire 
to conduct cleanup of the Duane Marine property as soon as possible, 
it is my opinion that a ten-day directive letter should be sent to 
the company and its owners and/or operators immediately. Thereafter, 
a State-funded cleanup should take place, after which we will sue 
the company and its principals for three times the cost of cleanup. 

. f o f  s o m e  r e a s o n  D E P  i s  u n a b l e  t o  e f f e c t u a t e  a  c l e a n u p  
within the next few months, please let me know so that I can 
pursue other remedies we might have against Duane Marine. 

you need any further information concerning this matter or reguire copies of the court pr " t me know. 

RPH/bf 
cc: Lawrence E. Stanley, DAG 



ATTACHMENT 
Enforcement 

State actions to date: In April of 1979 Duane Marine's 
temporary operating authorization from NJDEP expired. Following 
this, the City of Perth Amboy brought suit against the company 
seeking to have it cease operation. NJDEP intervened in this 
suit and on July 31, 1979 a consent order was entered into 
where Duane Marine was permitted to continue operating provided 
that it would take action to improve its operation and begin 
handling the wastes it stored in an environmentally sound 
fashion. Duane Marine failed to comply with the conditions 
of this consent order. 

Following the fire at Duane Marine, the company's attorney 
informed the court that the company had no interest in 
continuing operations on the premises. The court ordered the 
company to undertake an immediate cleanup. The company failed 
to comply wth this order as well. On July 31, 1980 the New 
Jersey Attorney General's Office filed an application seeking 
compliance with the previous order. Subsequently, negotiations 
began between the State and DUane Marine's attorney. The 
negotiations have proved fruitless and Duane Marine has still 
not complied with previous orders to clean up the property. 

The State plans to begin cleaning up the site shortly, 
after which they plan to sue the company for three times the 
cost of the cleanup. 

EPA actions to date: EPA has not yet taken any enforcement 
action against Duane Marine. Enforcement activities seem 
inappropriate, at this time, since immediate removal activities 
have already begun. 
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Duane Marine Removal Action 

Fred N. Rubel, Chief 
Emergency Response Branch 
William J. 11brizzl, Director 
Office of Emergency and Remedial Response 
THe following explains why a notice letter under CERCLA was not issued 
for the removal action at Duane Marine. 
On the evening of July 12, 1984 we responded to a reported release 
of PCS contaminated oil from a tank at the Duane Marine, Perth Amboy, 
Mew Jersey. Funds were verbally authorized for a removal action 
(Barrack to Librizzi). No time existed to contact potentially respon­
sible parties at this abandoned facility prior to acting, as black 
oil was already in the Arthur Kill. On July 13, 1984, after not 
detecting PCB's (above 10 ppm) the incident was turned over to the 
Coast Guard as an oil spill in their area of jurisdiction. Subsequent 
sampling indicated PCB's present just above 10 ppm (14 ppm), and on 
July 18, 1984 we met with NJDEP to discuss the need for further action 
to stabilize the site. On the evening of July 19, the Acting Regional 
Administrator authorized the additional immediate removal actions to stabilize the site. 
On July 23 the attached draft memorandum requesting the Issuance of a 
notice letter to potentially responsible parties was drafted for 
electronic mail release, but was not completed due to administrative 
oversight. This was only realized on August 6, 1984, after stabilizati 
actions were essentially complete. 
Attachment 
cc: B. Sprague, 20ERR-ER 

G. Pavlou, 20ERR-® 
R. Ogg, 2CERR-HW 
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REGION II 
Issuance of Notice Letter for Marine CERCL Act Removal Action 

Fred N. Rubel, Chief 
Emergency Response Branch 
Robert Ogg, Chief 
Hazardous Waste Sites Branch 0 up 

This is to request immediate issuance of/(a) notice letter(s) in connection 
with the recent removal action at the Dwaae Marine Facility in Perth 
Amboy, New Jersey. Bruce Sprague is the OSC, and can be contacted for 
any discussion on this. 
cc: Bruce Sprague, 20ERR-ER 

FILE: 
20ERR-ER:MP0LIT0:jm:disk 28:7/23/84:340-6652 _ 
20ERR-ER 20ERR-ER 
Polito Rubel 


